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CONNECTION Leader Notes 
Matthew 23:13 to 24:14, Revelation 7:9-10 

March 4, 2012 
 
Key Verses  
 
Woe to You Scibes and Pharisees - Matthew 23:13-39 
 "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. For 
you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. 15  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, 
you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 16  "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'If anyone 
swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' 17  
You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? 18  And you say, 'If 
anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his 
oath.' 19  You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? 20  So whoever 
swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. 21  And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and 
by him who dwells in it. 22  And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who sits 
upon it.  23  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have 
neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, 
without neglecting the others. 24  You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!  25  "Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are 
full of greed and self-indulgence. 26  You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the 
outside also may be clean.  27  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28  So 
you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  29  "Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of 
the righteous, 30  saying, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in 
shedding the blood of the prophets.' 31  Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who 
murdered the prophets. 32  Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. 33  You serpents, you brood of vipers, 
how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? 34  Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, 
some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to 
town, 35  so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36  Truly, I 
say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 37  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 38  See, your house is left to you desolate. 39  For I tell 
you, you will not see me again, until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'" 
 
Destruction of the Temple & Signs of the Close of the Age  - Matthew 24:1-14 
1 Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the 
temple.2 But he answered them, "You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here 
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down."  3  As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came 
to him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
close of the age?"4 And Jesus answered them, "See that no one leads you astray. 5  For many will come in my 
name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and they will lead many astray. 6  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. 
See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7  For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8  All these 
are but the beginning of the birth pains.  9  "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and 
you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. 10  And then many will fall away and betray one another 
and hate one another. 11  And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12  And because 
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13  But the one who endures to the end will be 
saved. 14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. 
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The Whole World Glorifying god - Revelation 7:9-10   After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands;  10 and they cry 
out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb."   
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What does the phrase "Woe to you" mean and what message does this phrase convey?  (Matt.23:13-36) 

2. What are the potential results of believer's today living like the Pharisees in Matt.23:13-22? 

3. What are the "weightier" provisions of the law according to Matt.23:23-24?  (Micah 6:8) 

4. Why is it so important to have a clean heart versus just a clean outward appearance as described in 
Matt.23:25-28?  How do we do have a clean heart today?  (Eph.2:8-9, I John 1:9, II Cor.5:16-18, Col.3:1-
14-put off & put on)  

5. How would atonement, the forgiveness of sins occur without the temple, from a Jewish perspective, as 
Christ spoke of the destruction of the temple?  (Matt.24:1-3) 

6. Amidst the trials, tribulations, sufferings and persecutions as a believer, how do we "endure to the end" as 
stated in Matthew 24:13?  (John 10:27-29, Rom.8:38-39, I Cor.1:4-9, Phil.1:6, Jude 20-25) 

7. Relative to Revelation 7:9-10, what will our focus be in eternity?  Given this fact, what should are focus be 
today and who should we share this focus with? 

 

"God tells us about tomorrow so that we can live for Christ today.   Prophesy is meant to stir up 
discipleship."  Pastor Jim 

 

Supporting Scripture References: 
 
Seven Woes of the Scribes & Pharisees 
 
Woe 1 - Keeping people out of the kingdom - Mat 23:13 "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, 
because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow 
those who are entering to go in.   
 
Mat 23:14 [" Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you devour widows' houses, and for a 
pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation.]   
 
Woe 2 - Spreading a false form of religion to others - Mat 23:15 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.   
 
Woe 3 - Trivializing the Truth -  Mat 23:16 "Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the 
temple, that is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple is obligated.'  17 "You fools and blind men! 
Which is more important, the gold or the temple that sanctified the gold?  18 "And, 'Whoever swears by the altar, 
that is nothing, but whoever swears by the offering on it, he is obligated.'  19 "You blind men, which is more 
important, the offering, or the altar that sanctifies the offering?  20 "Therefore, whoever swears by the altar, 
swears both by the altar and by everything on it.  21 "And whoever swears by the temple, swears both by the 
temple and by Him who dwells within it.  22 "And whoever swears by heaven, swears both by the throne of God 
and by Him who sits upon it.   
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Woe 4 -  Not focusing on the Truth - Mat 23:23 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe 
mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.  24 "You blind guides, 
who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!   
 
Woe 5 -  Lacking real purity - Mat 23:25 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the 
outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 "You blind Pharisee, 
first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also.   
 
Woe 6 - Focusing on the Outward Appearance and not the heart -  Mat 23:27 "Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside 
they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness.  28 "So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but 
inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.   
 
Woe 7 -  Sons of murderers - Mat 23:29 "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the 
tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous,  30 and say, 'If we had been living in the days 
of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.'  31 "So you 
testify against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets.  32 "Fill up, then, the measure 
of the guilt of your fathers.   
Mat 23:33 "You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?   
 
 
True Believers Will Persevere  
 
John 10:27-29  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to 
them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  29 "My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand.   
 
Romans 8:38-39   For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 
 1 Corinthians 1:4-9   I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in 
Christ Jesus,  5 that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, 6 even as the 
testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   
 
Philippians 1:6 For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until 
the day of Christ Jesus.   
 
Jude 1:20-25   But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  22 
And have mercy on some, who are doubting;  23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have 
mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy,  25 to the only God our 
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and 
[fn]forever. Amen.   
 
Full notes from our Pastors’ sermon transcripts are available in the foyer in printed from or from the TBC website 
in downloadable PDF format (bottom of Home Page, select Sunday Sermons, then by date to download in PDF) 


