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CONNECTION Leader Notes 
Matthew 21:28 to 23:12 

February 5, 2012 
 
Key Verses  
 
Parable of the Two Sons - Matthew 21:28-32 
28  "What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' 29  
And he answered, 'I will not,' but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30  And he went to the other son and said the 
same. And he answered, 'I go, sir,' but did not go. 31  Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." 
Jesus said to them, "Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 32  For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him. 
 
The Parable of the Tenants - Matthew 21:33-46 
33  "Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a 
winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 34  When the season for fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35  And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 36  Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37  Finally he 
sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' 38  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 
'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.' 39  And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard 
and killed him. 40  When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41 They said to him, 
"He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their 
seasons."  42  Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures:"'The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?  43  Therefore I tell you, the kingdom 
of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44  And the one who falls on this stone will be 
broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him."  45  When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them.46 And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared 
the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
 
The Parable of the Wedding Feast - Matthew 22:1-14 
1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying,2  "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding feast for his son, 3  and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not 
come. 4  Again he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 
my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.' 5  But they paid no attention 
and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6  while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and 
killed them. 7  The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8  Then he 
said to his servants, 'The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9  Go therefore to the main roads and 
invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.' 10  And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they 
found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11  "But when the king came in to look at the guests, 
he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12  And he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?' And he was speechless. 13  Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot and cast him 
into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 14  For many are called, but few are 
chosen." 
  
Paying Taxes to Caesar - Matthew 22:15-22 
15  Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words.16 And they sent their disciples to him, along 
with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care 
about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?"18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19  Show me the coin 
for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them, "Whose likeness and inscription is this?" 21 They 
said, "Caesar's." Then he said to them, "Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that 
are God's." 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
  
 
Sadducees Ask About the Resurrection - Matthew 22:23-33 
23  The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question,24 saying, 
"Teacher, Moses said, 'If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up children for his 
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brother.'25 Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no children left his wife to his 
brother.26 So too the second and third, down to the seventh.27 After them all, the woman died.28 In the resurrection, 
therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her."  29  But Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, 
because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30  For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. 31  And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to 
you by God: 32  'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not God of the dead, but of 
the living." 33 And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching. 
  
The Great Commandment - Matthew 22:34-40 
34  But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together.35 And one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him.36 "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"37 And he said to him, 
"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38  This is the great and 
first commandment. 39  And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40  On these two commandments 
depend all the Law and the Prophets." 
 
Whose Son Is the Christ? - Matthew 22:41-46 
41  Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question,42 saying, "What do you think about the 
Christ? Whose son is he?" They said to him, "The son of David."43 He said to them, "How is it then that David, in the Spirit, 
calls him Lord, saying, 44  "'The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet'?  45  If 
then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?" 46 And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone 
dare to ask him any more questions. 
 
Seven Woes to the Scribes and Pharisees - Matthew 23:1-12 
1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,2  "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, 3  so practice 
and observe whatever they tell you—but not what they do. For they preach, but do not practice. 4  They tie up heavy 
burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their 
finger. 5  They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, 6  and 
they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 7  and greetings in the marketplaces and being 
called rabbi by others. 8  But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9  And call 
no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. 10  Neither be called instructors, for you have one 
instructor, the Christ. 11  The greatest among you shall be your servant. 12  Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. What is the "kingdom of heaven" as referenced in Matthew 22:2? 

2. What kept people from coming to the king's wedding feast according to Matthew 22:5-6?  Why do people 
refuse God's invitation today? (Luke 14:16-20, Mark 4:19,  I John 2:15-17, James 4:4-6) 

3. What are the things that are God's that we are to render to Him?  (Matt.22:21, Gen.1:6, Rom.8:29) 

4. Why are the "greatest commandments"  so important to Jesus?  (Matthew 22:34-40) 

5. How do you practice the two greatest commandments, stated in Matthew 22, personally today?  (I 
Corinthians 13:1-5) 

6. Why is important to "practice what we preach" today as a follower of Christ? (Matthew 23:3) 

7. What specifically did the scribes and Pharisees do and not do that Jesus found offensive in Matthew 23:1-
12? 

 

Supporting Scripture References: 
 
Excuses 
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Luke 14:16-20   But he said to him, "A man once gave a great banquet and invited many.  17 And at the time for 
the banquet he sent his servant  to say to those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'  18 
But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see 
it. Please have me excused.'  19 And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. 
Please have me excused.'  20 And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.'   
 
The Kingdom of Heaven  
 
Mat 3:2, 4:17 -  "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  
 
Mat 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Mat 5:10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Mat 5:19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  
 
Mat 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.  
 
Mat 10:7 And proclaim as you go, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'  
 
Mat 13:11 And he answered them, "To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 
has not been given.  
 
Mat 13:24 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed 
good seed in his field,  
 
Mat 13:31 He put another parable before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man 
took and sowed in his field.  
 
Mat 13:44-45 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy 
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls,  
 
Mat 13:47 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind.  
 
Mat 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."  
 
Mat 18:3-4 and said, "Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Mat 19:14 but Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven."  
 
Mat 19:23 And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of 
heaven.  
 
 
The Chosen 
 
"Here, then, is the proper balance between human responsibility and divine sovereignty:  the "called" who reject the 
invitation do so willingly, and therefore their exclusion from the kingdom is perfectly just.  The "chosen" enter the kingdom 
only because of the grace of God in choosing and drawing them."  John MacArthur 
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Deut. 7:6 "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his 
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in 
number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 
but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you 
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.  1Pe 2:9 But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.   
 
Matthew 7:13-14 "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those 
who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 
 
Jhn 6:44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.   
 
John 15:16-19 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things I command you, 
so that you will love one another.  18 "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were 
of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.   
 
Col 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience,  13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has 
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.   
 
James 2:5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?  
 
1Thes 1:4-5 For we know, brothers  loved by God, that he has chosen you,5 because our gospel came to you not only in 
word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake.   
 
Rev 17:14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those with him are called and chosen and faithful." 
 
Rev 22:17 The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty 
come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.   
 
The Love Commands 
 
I Corinthians 13:4-8a - Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 
truth; 7bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  8Love never fails….. 
 
John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. 
 
I John 3:16-18 - By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the 
brethren. 17But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does 
the love of God abide in him?  18My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 
 
I John 4:7-12, 16  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God. 8He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that 
God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another.  12No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been 
perfected in us….. 16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in 
love abides in God, and God in him.   
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John 13:34-35 -  A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 35By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
John 14:21 - "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved 
by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." 
 
John 15:9-13,17 – 9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  10 If you keep My commandments, 
you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  11 These things I have 
spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.  12 This is My commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends….17   This 
I command you that you love one another. 
 
 I John 4:18-19 - 18There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears 
has not been made perfect in love. 19We love Him because He first loved us.   
 
Commanded / exhorted  
I John 3:23 – love one another, commanded by Christ 
Romans 13:8 - Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another, fulfills the law 
Romans 13:10 - Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 
I Thes.3:12 – may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another 
I Thes.4:9 – taught by God to love one another 
I Pet.1:22 – fervently love one another from the heart 
 
Application  
John 13:35 – our love effects our witness 
John 15:13 – lay down your life for a friend, like Christ 
II Thes.1:3-4 - and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater 
I Corinthians 13:1-3 – gifts, knowledge, faith and wealth are nothing without love 
Mathew 5:44-47 – I am to love even my enemy 
I John 4:11- Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.   
I John 4:12 - …if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 
I Cor.16:14 -  Let all that you do be done in love. 
II John 1:5-6 - 6  And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments…walk in them. 
I Pet.4:8 - 8  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another….love covers a multitude of sins. 
 
Full notes from our Pastors’ sermon transcripts are available in the foyer in printed from or from the TBC website 
in downloadable PDF format (bottom of Home Page, select Sunday Sermons, then by date to download in PDF) 


